
MWC Hearing on June 9, Detroit 
 
Testimony Presented: 
1. Kary Moss – ACLU of Michigan – written testimony 
Recommends that MWC convene a special working group that draws upon the treasures we have 
at universities across the state to work on a series of recommendations addressing these issues: 
pension availability and security,  pay equity, SB 124 and HB 4487, access to affordable health 
care and child care, job training, portable benefits, living wage ordinances, allowing those on 
welfare to count post secondary education as part of their work requirements and nurturing our 
post-secondary educational system, which is the only way to lift low-income women out of 
poverty.   
 
2. Fern Ettinger - National Council of Jewish Women – written testimony 
Supports priority goals in the following areas:  well-being and status of women, such as 
comprehensive family planning; welfare of children and families, such as allowing TANF funds 
to be used to provide education; affirmative action, such as legislation supporting equal 
opportunity; care of elderly, such as affordable prescription drugs; gun control, such as gun 
safety legislation and separation of religion and state, such as opposing legislation involving 
charitable choice and faith-based initiatives. 
 
3. Deena Policchio - Alternatives for Girl 
Alternatives for Girls is an agency in southwest Michigan that provides opportunities to girls 
and women with high risk situations to seek out positive alternatives, including a shelter, 
outreach programs and prevention programs. Issues of concern to women in Detroit include: 
lack of skill development programs supported by government and schools in Detroit, low self 
esteem and lack of positive self-education, lack of health care resources, especially reproductive 
and mental health services, adverse impact of welfare reform, lack of child care and a persistent 
generation, social and economic divide among women arguing for change. 
 
4. Polly Howe – Michigan Pay Equity Network – written testimony 
A coalition of more than 75 women’s labor, education and civil rights groups supporting 
passage of SB 124 and HB 4487 to provide pay equity to women in Michigan. In Michigan, the 
wage gap is 67cents. In fact, Michigan ranks 48th in terms of women’s percentage of men’s 
earnings. Without access to economic equality, there is no equality. 
 
5. Arlene N Robinson - MI Girl Scouts – written testimony 
Would like the MWC to advocate on behalf of women and girls by giving their time as mentors or 
volunteers to girls and other women, opening doors to key networks that have the potential to 
help girls & women excel,  providing resources and materials and by giving financial support to 
service organizations like the Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit, which empowers and encourages 
young women to pursue their full potential while overcoming challenges through exposure to a 
multitude of activities. Girls Scouts offers a mentoring program. 
 
6. Arlene Frank – Oakland Community College Women Center  
It’s essential that women receiving TANF funding be allowed to attend college without the 
current requirement that they work a full 40 hours per week to continue receiving assistance.  It 



is essential that the Michigan Women’s Commission focus on the lives of our girls and young 
women by providing resource information and materials for girls, parents, educators and 
community leaders, and by advising the Legislature on issues of importance to the lives of girls 
to help develop, enhance and maintain high self-esteem, appropriate boundaries, and positive 
images.  The Girls Matter Conference is an event for young girls and women.   
 
7. Trish Knight – Business & Professional Women – written testimony 
BPW supports pay equity and the passage of SB 124 and HB 4487.  Recommends closing the pay 
gap by keeping affirmative action programs in place and having employers examine and correct 
their pay practices. Believes women must stand up for equal pay and for themselves, as well as 
through legislation such as the Paycheck Fairness Act and the Fair Pay Act. 
 
8. Lydia Knight - Positive Images – written testimony 
Positive Images is a licensed substance abuse treatment program designed to address the special 
needs of women and their young children.  They are looking for a few good people to join them 
in the fight against drugs.  Volunteers are needed to become mentors, provide clothing and share 
their talents. 
 
9. Tom Wilson -  MI Gender Equity Team – written testimony 
Asks the MWC to help the MI Department of Education and the MI Department of Civil Rights to 
aggressively seek compliance by Michigan’s local school districts and the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association to meet existing equal treatment and support criteria for students of each 
gender.   
 
10. Carolynn Rowland – Healthy Start, Detroit Health Department – written testimony 
Recommends attention to the health and well-being of women, which is necessary to improve the 
quality of life in our communities. Addresses the following: (1) women of childbearing age must 
have access to comprehensive preventive health care, (2) families must have sufficient economic 
supports to meet basic needs and (3) community resources must match the level of community 
need. 
 
11. Jamie Marie Phillips – TransGender Michigan – written testimony 
Needs help to address (1) inclusion of Gender Identity/Expression in the federal and state bills 
for non-discrimination in employment and housing, (2) to have gender identity/expression to be 
included in the hate crimes bill currently in the federal and state legislatures, and (3) in the 
state, Gender Identity/Expression needs to be included in the anti-bullying bills, HB 4957 and SB 
92, now in committee.  
 
12. Dr. Stephanie Bulger – Wayne County Community College – written testimony 
Recommends that the State of Michigan help low-income women in Detroit and throughout 
Wayne County through policies that give them access to computers, the Internet and 
technological training for distance education.  Also look at Maine’s “Parents as Scholars” 
program that allows parents to continue their college education and receive Temporary 
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) benefits.  
 
 



13. Crystal Witt – Triangle Foundation 
Wants MWC to join Triangle Foundation, the leading organization that serves lesbian, gays, and 
transgender individuals, in opposing violence against women.  There is violence, harassment 
and assault of lesbian and gays in Michigan.  There were twice the number of incidents last year 
reported.  Society has not been educated to prevent this harassment.   
 
14. Barbara Hill – MI Women’s Foundation – written testimony 
Since its founding, MWF has awarded over three million dollars in grants to more than 350 
community based organizations. Approximately 46 percent is awarded in the Metro Detroit area.  
The data from MWF show that while the threads of economic self sufficiency and asset 
acquisition remain, we need to consider placing a greater emphasis on health initiatives and 
health education to intervene in the cycle of obesity, as Michigan is ranked third in the country 
for this issue. 
 
15. Alexandra Matish – Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality – written testimony 
Allowing two unmarried partners to adopt jointly would give a child two permanent legal 
parents and could decrease the number of children in temporary homes or facilities while saving 
the state money (Family Independence Agency 2003). Due to conflicting judicial interpretations 
of the Michigan Adoption Code, legal changes are needed, and MWC could support such 
changes. The change would state that “two unmarried individuals can adopt a child jointly, and 
an already existing legal parent can consent to another adult adopting her child without having 
to terminate her rights.” 
 
16. Paula Merideth – Mautner Project – written testimony 
Mautner Project is the national lesbian health organization.  It is estimated between two to 10 
percent of women in the U.S. are lesbian.  Lesbians appear to be at two or more times the risk of 
developing breast cancer as straight women.  There are barriers identified to quality health care 
for lesbians.  The Mautner Project advocates for more research to be conducted by the National 
Institutes for Health on the specific risks for lesbians.  Lesbians are at a disadvantage because 
they are not allowed to be married and do not benefit by being legally recognized as couples, 
thus preventing coverage under their partner’s insurance plans. 
 
17. Sheryl Weir & Yolanda Hill – Eastside Village Health Worker Partnership & Health 
Environments Partnership – written testimony 
Women in Detroit have higher levels of sickness and death than women nationally. 
We could improve women’s health by improving educational and employment opportunities for 
women, providing effective public supports for women and other community residents, 
strengthening and supporting women’s social support networks and ensuring access to health 
promotion and health care services.   
 
18. Carol Hogan – MI Conference, National Organization for Women – written testimony 
While MI NOW has an extensive legislative and public policy agenda, the testimony focused on 
three items: ending discrimination against women in prescription benefits for contraception by 
supporting SB 470 and 471, focusing on civil and criminal solutions to better protect women 
from domestic violence and opposing mandated joint physical custody, and ending economic 
discrimination against women by supporting pay equity legislation (HB 4497 and SB 124).   



Written Testimony Submitted: 
19. James Kelly – WCCCD student – written testimony 
Supported the conference and encourages women to work with men to make changes.  Also 
concerned that the MWC needs more diversity. 
 
20. Renee Smith – written testimony 
Provided a poem on the occasion. 
 
21. Jenny Schultz – Turning Point – will mail in testimony 
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